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in the Government of the Mok Al. 


WanriD; 
 SHEWING 


That there is no other Evil in it, but that ariſing 
from the neceſſary Imperfection of Creatures And 
that this Life is a State of Diſcipline, to train us 
up in Virtue, by which we are fitted for a more 
rfe& Society, capable of greatet Happineſs in a 
uture State of Exiſtence. 
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This hifaney of Being cannot prove 
| The final Iſue of the Works of God, 
By Lowe and Wiſdom unexpreſſive form d, 
And ever riſing with the riſing Mind! 
8 | Thomfon's Simmer. 
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PRE F A CE. 
not, I hope, be unacceptable to the Publick, 
the Deſign of it being to aſſert the univerſal Good: 


neſs of God in the Government of the World, by 


making all Creatures to be proportionably more 
or leſs happy as they praftiſe Virtue, which 
tendeth to the Good of the whole as well as 
to the Good of every Indruidual : Ana that Virtue 
zs the Per fection and Happineſs of all Men, and Vice 
their Miſery by natural neceſſary Conſequence ; which 


demonſirateth that it is abſolutely impoſſible for the 


vicious to commute the Matter any Way whatſoever, 


ſo as to expect to be as happy as the virtuous, but 
by living the Life of the virtuous. 


If this ſmall Attempt to windicate Providence in 
the Government of the World from the miſtaken Opte 
nions of ſome concerning it, be favourably recerved ; 
it may, perhaps, encourage * of greater Leiſure 
and Abilities to enlarge further upon it. In the mean 


Time, if any think that I am in the Wrong, I do 
| aſſure them that it is not thre Deſign; ſo that if 


they will be pleaſed to ſhow me my Error, I will re- 
ceive their luſtruction with Pleaſure and Acrknow- 


od 


HE Subjet of the following Dialogue will a 


* 
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Moral World conſider d. 
VTV 


ing, my Friend, we are ſo 
conveniently met, when we 
have Time, and are not like 
to be interrupted in this re- 
r tired Place, I would, if you 
pleaſe, enter upon a Subject that is attended 
with Difficulties, which I would fain have 
clear d, viz. The Origin of Moral- Evil in 
the Government of a perfectly good Being? 
B. You could not have propoſed a Sub- 
ject more worthy of our Conſiderat ion, in 

ſuch a convenient Time and Place; but this 
TEES | anment 


—— —ͤ—ͤ— . ———ͤ —— — — * . — 


. 
antient Que ſtion bath been ſo well handled 
7 it; yer L f it will be wel hege 


A Bo 2 hath been a 
Subjedt of fach Importone.” Þ 
d, I never doubt that whatever 
$ lar 1//s may be, yet there is no Evil in the 
| hol: - the Government of a perfectly good 
* That nothing is Evil in the Whole, 
nnd yet ſome Ill indthe Particilars, which 
make up that J/hole, ſticks mightily with 
me. That there neceſſarily exiſts a Cauſe 
of all Things, the Things themſelves de- 
monſtrate, and that he is a Being ot infinite 
Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Power, hath, you 
know, been gone abont to be demonſtrated, 
by fome with admirable Succeſs, after this 
Manner. They have gone, thru the prin- 
cipal Phenomena of Nature, and ſhown, 
That what hath been thought Ill by ſome, | ' 


S>2 >2 kV & W 


it only Imperfection, which can't 2 be 
called Evil, ſeeing all created Z bing are 
neceſſarily liable to it; nay further, that 
every Particular, mhich we have the Means 
of knowing the Circumſtances of, il demon- 


ftratively 


„ „ =» + 
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1 This wou d be a commendable Government in one whoſe 
| Witdom and Power is not Perfect, but there is no Faralel be- 
tweea Perfection and Imperfection. 5 
2 ; 4 N | 
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— bead abe wah uſeful and ab 


able, that the Nature of the Thing is as, 


And that we ought by Parity of 


Means of coming to-ſd thorough a Knowledpe , 
of, it being oy the want of ſuch a perfets., 
Knowledge of 1 thai hinderet h us); 2 


Seeing that all 2775 are 1 good In, 


ehei Kind, as wa ign'd and made by a. Being 
with infinite Ii iſdom to 
755 and infinite Power to execute Hir 


good Intentions. This they have done with. 
reſpect to the natural World, to the full 


Conviction of all who attend to it. I with 
they had attain'd the like Succeſs, with, re- 
ſpect to the Moral World. 

B. If I am not miſtaken they have, by 


the Morel World, but what neceſſa 


kiſeth from + eAbuſe of that noble F. 4 


ie 1 with which #ational Agents. ve 


72 Tam 10 fully cotivint'd by the 22 
Nature, and by the Beauty ad Stten 
of. the Arguments a Priori, that there ex- 
iſts a Bein of alf PerfeQions ;who, as he it 
infinitely happy of himſclf, could have no 


other End in creating all Variety of ſubor- 
dinate 12 15 but to communicate to each 


of them, all the- Happinelr their ſeveral Na- 


Tures 


13 : 
tures are capable of; making the inanimate-, 
for the Uſe of thc . animate, and they for 
the mutual Service of one another, all con- 
ſpiring to the Good of the Yhole. I am ſo. 
ally convinc'd of This, I ſay, that I cannot 
agree with them in ſaying; © That by the 
Abuſe of the Faculty Liberty, with which 
te rational Creatures are end ued, they have 
« introduced Moral Evil, i. e. Sin and 
„ Wickeaneſs into the World, contrary to 
4 God's Intention, and by this ſubverted 
the Order and Harmony eſtabliſhed in the 
& Creation Is not this a Contradiction to | 
infinite Wiſdom and Power, who could not | + 
fail to contrive and execute the Means of s | 
ens, ee po. 
But by the Way, I think that this Cha- | 
| racter of the Deity, ois. That all his other | 
it __ N :, are N to . ; 7 
5 urpoſes of Geodng/s, will not be diſputed. {Sa 
„ Seeing if we ſuppoſe it otherwiſe, chat be 5 


zi qa Being of infinite Wiſdom and Power, | 
1 not govern'd 9 Coodne/s, but act- N 
ing by meer Vill and Caprice, N . 


Malice, then he is the juſt Obje& of the 


4 greateſt Fear and Hatred. Again, if he is 
i a good Being, without infinite Wiſdom, or | 
= without infinite Power, he is ſo far Impe | 
; 
| 


fett, tho' he is the Object of Love, nay, he 
is the Object of Pity too. Such Charatters | 
1 ol the One true general Canſe ate as abſurd, 

855 3 b ; . * : a | : x as | 
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as 5.that of ſuppoſing Too, the Ideas of which 


ven for the Beauty and 


8nd conſiſtent wi 
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one a 
The Attribute of the Deity are the 


| different Modifications of his All perfect 


Mind. His Knowledge or Wiſdom is — 
Hoe, as ſome of ours is, but moſtly out 
Knowledge i is attain d by Rea/oning, i. 6. 1 
boos Nady the Ideas he excites in us, and 
ferences trom them. Juſtice and 


drawing 
Mercy can't ſtridly be called diſtinct Attri- 


— but 4 As of Wiſdom exerted 


in Puniſhment or Forgiveneſs, as they tend 


molt to the Good of the Subject on which 
are exerciſed. 

All chat I readily grant, and it is to 
be regreted that the Juſtice of God hath been 
ſo miſrepreſented, by ſome in their Syſtems, 
as to wg in the ſtricteſt Senſe a Frinciple of. 
Cruelty. But to return, 

If this — isa poſſible e Thing of itfelf, 
and given to Creatures 1 Purpoles, e- 
erfection ot the 
whole Creation, and as yon allow it necei- 
ſary to the Beauty and Order of the — 
the univerſal Wiſdom 


Goodneſs of the Creator, that there 


he different and various Degrees of Crea- 


es, whereof conſequently ſome mult ba 
Is e than — and this Zeberty 


— ying a natural Power of a Exil 7 


1 


as 909) and - imperfect 


xt finite Beings, making dns for them to 
48 abuſe this their Liberty to the actual Cm 
it - miſſion of Evil; hence there neceſſarily a- 
if riſeth a Pollibility of: Evil, notwithſtanding 5 
if that the Creator is infinitely's 0b. 
i} A. This Evil then is no thick but what 
I een ariſeth from the Imperfection | *' 
1 Creatures, and is Inperfection, which can't 5 
it pro erly de called Evil or Sin, being inſepa- | 
i" table in ſome Degree, from all created Be- f 
i #ngs, and mot conſiſtent with the D _ 
ofa peel Creator. | 
4 B. But let us conſider what this Liberty £0 
T: is, and how the Abuſe of it is the Occaſi- l 
| on of Sin, for which we lay tational and 
[ free Agents are accountable. 1 
. A. With all my Heart; for that will | 
I determine whether Men act, or not, e ED 
V ry to God's Intention? "207 ot f 
178 B Liberty is defin'd to be a Power of 
It b:ginning Motion, or a Self-morive Faculty, 1 
1 or a Power of acting, which Faculty or 4 
11 Tower is exerted tree y vpon the laſt Jodg- 1 
ment of the Underſtanding Now, tho' the 4 
1 Will is neceſſarily determin'd by the laſt 0 
[1 Judgment of the Underſtanding,' this is only ” 
I in a moral Senſe, the motive Power being b 
| ſtill free t act, becauſe the laſt Judgment'of _ 
1 the Underſtanding is no — en J 
| but ouly g moral Motive 4 
4 4 . . 
| | 
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Men being thus naturally free, ſhoud de- 


termine themſelves to act according to tho 
eternal Law of Rea ſon, which God himſelt 


(being perfectly free) determineth all his 


Actions by, and as it is a perfect Nule to the 


molt perfect Being, it is certainly a perfect 


Rule to his imperfeft Creatures, who being 
made free, and with Faculties to diſcover, 
this Lam, Almighty God requireth, that 


they ſhould af? according to it. But they, 


by. Virtue of this. Freedom, without: which 


they wou'd be meer Machines, incapable: 


of Virtue and - Happineſs, act contrary to | 
this eternal Lat of Reaſon, and thus intros 


, "W 5 


duce Vice and Wickedneſs, for which they'll 
be gate to aun tt. 


A. That Men are not neceſſary Agent. 


in a natural -Senſe, is certain, a neceſſary 


Agent being no Agent at all, but a Pa- 


tient, and the eternal Lam of Reaſon or 


Nature, which God requireth rational Crea- 


tures to act by, being the ſame with the 


Practice of: Virtue, which tends to make 
them happy; (becauſo it is inconſiſtent with 
the Goodneſs of God, who made them to 

be happy, to require any Thing of them 
but what tendeth to their Happineſi) ſo it 

is own'd by all, by experiencing it true in 
Fact, that every one acteth by the Appear- 
ance of Good (the 1 of Good or ber Ce 
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Fice, by miſtaking their true Happineſs, and 
doing that which brings ſome ree of 
Miſery upon them; and this Puniſhment; 
the natural Conſequence of Vice, will be 
for their after Good, by teaching them how | 
to adi in the like Caſes; thus every new Ex- 
perience will teach them to their 
Happineſs more feadily. In all this there 
will be found no other Evil, bat that of ne- 
caſſary Impepfection in Creatures, il} im- 
proving by Hiſcipline; which is moſt odn- 
ſiſtent with the perfect Goodneſ) aue of LO 
Creator, with every 'Thing's being 
Iy good in its Kind, and wich every Noon ing's | 
coming to h according to tho Divine. 
Fort-ktvwleadge and Decree, 81. — cuts off 0 
ö all: Arrountulueneſs and poferive Puniſumem. 
1 . You ſeem te make a moral Neceffity 
i come to the /afhe' in Well, with a natural 


J f 

1 me Ly being afl 1 — ws geg 
from all + refs But being imper 

[ Creatures, i. e. limited in their Power and 

1 Faculties, tis ble, but that in ſome 

1 Caſes they ſnould not difcover what is their 

i! real Good or Happineſs, and fo fall into : 
| 
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1 Neceſſity; bur tho* I own it certainly true, | 
f that the Will is neceſlarily determin'd by „ 

[ the hift-Jodginent of the Underſtanding, of | 
1 that Motivs, which after more or leis Con- 
ſideration, ſeems to be moſt for our Good, | 
{! yet the ſelf Motive Fuculty exerteth it ſelf N I 
134 | * 


B 8 „ 11 
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moral Noceſſitè, as unetring] we 15 


Mind is impoſſible; and 
Cannot move the Body to Action, without 


d „ . Renee 


tive which 7 to car 


L-leave you fo explain e 
does not eauſe the Certainify of Things; 


(19) 
heely ; and you Hxewiſe 
Adio of 57 Agents cones to pa 


in Nature, according to the — 
olſe there could A no Foundation for Fre- 


Feienc es 


A. The Difference between the Ekerrion 
of the Self-motive Faculty, and the Fills 
Moving the Body to ion, l do not under- 
ſtand, and that any Thing ſhow move Body 
or Matter, an inert Thing, but the Will of 
1 the Mind 


an Inclination or Diſpoſition to move to one 
Action rather than . as ſhe is deter- 
min d by the greateſi Motive, or that Mo- 
the moſt Good 
with it. Whether Prefclence can be built 
on any Thing beſides this worn} Nereſfty, 


E I Geier Fore- knowledge 
but is it ſelf founded on the Reality of their 


Exiſtence. 185 
A The fate may bo fed of Knowled e, 
without being muck to the Purpoſe. | 


J. More particularly the Foundation of 


Daſcienct | take to be this, As one Man 


we knows another's Dirpofition, can be- 


fore Hand tell what be will do in certain 
ee, and à wifer Man fill with 


greater 


(2 


Deity perfectly knows every one's Tempers. 
and Inclinations of their Minds, the Diſpo- 
fitions and Affections of their Bodies, and 


all. other external Circ umſtances they ſhall be 
in; and farther can tell, what Motives will 


be: preſented to them, and how they ſhall 
be .determin'd. by them; all which put to- 
ether, becomes infinitely exact, and is the 
Fomdatin of Fræſcience, without being 
e Cauſe of Action. 

A. This ſeems to come juſt to what 1 
have ſaid; but tho' the Paralel upon your, 
| Suppoſrion holds between the wife Man's. 
and the Deity's Manner.of foretelling future. 
Events, yet the one is not the Cauſe of the. 
Action which the other is. The Creature 


des not, you know, give it ſelf any Fa- 


culties or Inclinations, but all is 2 to it 
by the Creator, (ho, as he is perfectly good, 
could not ꝑive any ill ones) and beſides his 
creating all with certain Inclinations or, 
Diſpoſitions, he orders all their external, 
Circumſtances whatſoever as he ſees beſt, and 
ſo can't but know what Motives will be 


preſented to them, and how they will be de- 


toro 'd by them, and thus what ſhall come 

to paſt, which can be no other than what he. 

of 20 infinite Goodneſs deſigs d, and 22 
not Evil or Wi — tho t 

— 5 1 hee Se may be ud to, + be, 


; 4) _ 
greater Cortainty,can foretell thut. Sothe | 
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oil or Iniperfełi 9 reſpect of the Actions 
of others, arriv'd to a greater Degree of 
Knowledge and Perfection. 
B. This ſeems to lead to abſolute Fate, 
every one acting what he could not but do, 
which takes away all Choice? 
A. There is no doubt but that every one 
does what he ſees to be beſt in every Cafe, 
and ſo could not do otherwiſe; to ſuppoſe 
one could chuſe to act otherwiſe than what 
he thought beſt in every Caſe, is an abſurd 
Thing If People were neceſſitated to act 
otherwiſe than as they thought beſt, this 
would be a /ad Fate indeed! But to chuſe 
to act upon the beſt Reaſon we can diſco- 
ver, is a Freedom and Perfection truly va- 
luable. To ſay we are free from this mo- 
| ral-' Neceſſity, to chuſe among indifferent 
Things, or to chuſe one or more Things 


among many others exactly alike, is T7 
y Ning; becauſe the Things being perfeFly 
1 * I mean at the preſent Time, for he may thinkafier hav- 


ing got more Knowledge, that it would have been better for him 
” | to have ated otherwiſe. But till my Meaning may be miſ. 
taken here, by ſome who lay a great; Streſs upon our natural 
_ of acting, or being free from any external natural 
orce, to do as we will, as if 1 denied this. But I do affirm, 
that every one is conſcious that he hath a natural Liberty to act 
as he wills. But then we are alſo Conſcious, that we cannot 
Will otherwiſe in any ene Caſe, but as we are determind by 


| | the prevailing Motive, or that Motive which we at preſent 


think will be moſt for our Good, 
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indifferent, we are as nectfſarily indifferent 


which to take: In common Affairs, we ſay, 
there is no Choice among ſuch Things, 


will take the next to my Hand, 


= 


| B. To ſettle what yon - advance more 
fully, the Defires, Powers, Faculties, Ge. 
of Creatures, ſhould be enquired into, that 


it may appear, Whether ſome do not abuſe 
and ſo introduco Evil and Vice of 


another Sort than what can be called In- 
perfe;op ; but let us reſt a little. 1 an 


he tend. 4 hn il ——_— — 


5 or. 1. 


— 18 H“ reflected upon what we 


a was left diſcourſing, I find; 
that this Se, motive or active Pomer is ne 
other than the Soul, Mind or Will herſelf 
determining the Body, which is only a pai- 


tion or Affection (which is in general the 
Deſire of Good or Happineſs) to Action, ſhe 
would not ad at all, being Ee indiffe- 
rent to all Action; and the Deſire of Happi- 
neſt veing her inſeparable Principle, ſhe will 
always be neceſarily determined Gn a moral 
Senſe, which can only be applied to the Will) 


to act by the 'prepollens Motive, or that 


bye Inſtrument to Action, and that this Mind 
or Will cannot be forced in a natural Senſe, 
yet if ſhe was not excited by ſome Inclina- 


* 
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which ſeems.to carry the greater Good with 
it. Thus every Creature, of a higher or 


lower Pages necolfartly purſueth their Go'd 
as God hath deſign'd, who alſo giveth t & 
Means of, "attaining that Hap ineſs, which 
are their ſeveral Pater and Faculties; but 


as theſe in all Creatures are more or Ks. im- 
hbenfect, and the Knowledge how, to apply - 


them being beſt learn d by, Zxperience, it 
annot be otherwiſe than that all Creatures 
onld ſometime be miſtaken in the Purſuit 
f their Good; yet this Miſtake of Happi- 


them w91/er, fo that they will purſue it more 
Wo. after. This is the moſt effectual 

Teaching, one not being ſo well 
ebe d hor is his appineſs, 5 what 


bis . ery, as when he 55 sit by Experi- 


ence. But we are next to examine what Toſs 


tions of the Mind of Man are, ſo that we 


| may know that none of them are ill as ſome 


imagine, or at leaſt, we may ſee if every 
one keeps the Pallance among them, and 


governs them by the chief Principle of Rea- 
ſon, ſo as not to apply them to evil Purs 
poſes? In the mean Time, I think, that u- 
pon this Scheme there is no other Difference - 
between Virtue and Vice than that between 


ER and e . 


neſs being fome Degree of Miſery, makes 


Powers and Faculties, Affections and Inclina- 
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A. And that is C EY a Difference as 
will not fail to make all who underſtand it, 
ode and purſue the one, and for/ake the o- 
ther as mach as is in their Power. But to 
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[ The Deſires, Affection or Paſſions of the 
8 Mind are divided, in the general, into Selfſh 
8 and Publick. The /elfþþ or private Paſ- 
|] ſions are ſuch, as Love of Life and its Con- 
F be niences, Love ot Honour, Reſeritment of 
"Trjuries, Deſire of ſenſual Pleaſures, or Ap- 
ER: 8 petite 


rr 


t 
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petite towards Nouriſhment and the Means 
1 an aro RO. 

The publick Paſſions are ſuch as the De- 
fire of univerſal (ood or publick Happi- 
neſs, Friendſhip, Complacency, Compaſſion. 


Love of Offspring and Relations... The pri- 
date 'Defires are called intereſted as they 
are planted in ns chiefly for our pri vate 
Good. And the publick Defires are called 
diſintereſted or benevolent as they are plant- 

_ edin us for the Good of others, ſo that con- 
ſidering the private and publick Deſires as 
two natural Deſires or Diſpoſitions in us, 
we cannot be happy, but in purſuing the 
3 or Ends of both thole Defires 
conſiſtently with one another. 
And this is the Foundation for benevolent 
Action; the End which the Publick De- 
fires directly excite to, is the Good of others, 
which by Experience we find to be our 

zreateſt Good, which ſheweth the unexpreſ- 
ble Love and Goodneſs of the wiſe Author 
of our Nature, in thus ſtrictly joining the 
Intereſts of Mankind: So that the generous 
Part who do. Gaod to others out of pure 
Love and Affection, come by this, ta enjoy 
the greateſt Plegſure and Happine/5 to 
themſelves, and even the /elfþ Part cannot 
be happy, but by promoting the ' Good of 
thejr Neighbours, oO NGO 
og RT EET Every 
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Every one 1 ebf that he bath ſuch 

Affections and Paſſions, and that by their be- 
ing duly ballanced an Ae on their 
proper Objects he hath Pleaſure, and on 

the contrary, Pain; it follows that none of 
them are of themſelves, but given for 

good Purpoſes, and that whatever is thought 
to be ill among them, ariſeth from their not 
being duly ballanced, or properly applied, 
which, you would ſay, ſhould be the Baſi- 
1e of the ſuperior Faculty, Reaſon, which 
ſhall be conſidered, after obſerving that a, 

virtuons Life is defin'd (in a large Se ſe) 

to he fuck 2. urſe of Action as ſheweth, 

that both the Ends of the private and pub - 

lick Deſires are conſiſtently purſued, which 

promoteth, of Conſequence, both the greateſt 

private and publick Good; and on the con- = 
trary, fo far as this is not advanced, thro' ſome 


lf of the Ende which the Deſires excite to be- 
[ ing purſued, and others neg/efed, ſuch a Life 
if is reckoned to be ſo far vicious. But more 


il ſtrictly, thoſe {ions which flow from the 
it public Defires, are only reckon'd girtuous; 
|= and thoſe Actions which flow from the pri- 
vate Deſeres, while the publick ones are ne- 
glefied, are accounted vicious. © 6 
+ All the Deſires then being good, or given 
for good Purpoſes, Evil ariſeth only from 
the Abuſe of them, as may be inftanced in 
dne which ſome have reckoned 1d, viz, 
E „„ 0 Re. 
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Reſentment. This Patton is of greatUſe to us 
ieh, From theſe who may fo. far make 
their Happineſs, as by pie it in Oppoſiti- 
on to ours. By our R entment they will be 


taught that it doth not Iy there; and when 


this Reſentment goes fo far with ws, as to 
G9 4 Ja... : . f 2 IL 
turn to ditect Hatred and Revenge, this a- 
riſeth from miſtaken or wrong Opinion, that” 
thoſe who injured us, by thinking their Hap- 
ineſs would be promoted in ſo doing, did it 


o 


thrg' direct Malice and Dæſign. e 


eth us how much our Happine/7 confiſteth 
in having rue Opinions of Men and Things, 
and the 7engency of Actions, that we may 
by which is meant the governing of the De 

res ; and in doing this is the great Lie of 


urſue the Satisfaction of our Defires aright, 
5 


Reaſon, which we attain thus. When we 


zegin to live in the World, we are governed 


by others till we come to the Uſe of our 


Reaſon, which we do by Degrees; thus, by 
experiencing what Deſires, when ſatisfied, 


give us the greateſt Pleaſure or Happineſs, 


and by N by what Courſe of Aion 
we obtain'd ſach SatisfaFion, and ſo com- 
paring one Caſe with another which we 
now, we reaſon upon what will be the be/f 


for us to do in other Caſes. In a Word, the 
Uſe of Reaſon in governing and ballancing 
the Deſires is this. The Deſires are the 


Springs 


© EE "tm k 

Springt exciting to Action, our Happineſ; _ 
ic is involved in that of the Pub 2 
the End, and Rea/on diſcovers or points out 
the beft Means to that Z1d. But the Defires, 
and the Faculty of Reaſon or Power to ap 


5 


prehend, judge and infer, being ſo far weak 
and imperfect in all Creatures ; hence ariſeth 
chrong piniong, and | that Im erection of. | 
Aftion or Vice, in ſome Degree in all Cręea- 
tures, as they are made more or leſs pere, 
conſiſtently with that Diſplay of the univer- 
ſal Goodneſs of the Creator, in creating all- 
Orders of ſubordinate Beings, who by Zx- 
while they exiſt (and it ſeems altogether in- 
conſiſtent with the PerfeRions of the Crea- 
tor, to annihilate his Works) to attain more 
and more Knowledge, to purſue that Hap- 
pineſs defign'd them. Freren 
B. I perceive, by what hath been ſaid, 
that it may be made out by Inſtances, that 
there is no ei Deſire or Afett ion in Na- 
ture (and if it were ſo, it would not only 
rove the Creature ill, but the Creator him- 
elf who gave them) but that al] which is 
called Vice in Action, there being none in 
Intention, ariſeth from the Beſrer being 
i weak and imperfect, and the Knocpledge 
or Wiſdom got by comparing and drawing 
{| Inferences from the Ideas which we have 
lf from Scalation and Reflection on what pa. 
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ſes within our Minds, 5. e. our Knowledge, 
got by Reaſoning, which teacheth us how, 
to purſue the Ends of our Deſires, being al- 
ſo weak and imperfect; from this neceſary. 
Inperfection of Creatures, I ſee that all the 
Irregularities in the moral World may be 
accounted for; which Irregularities or. E=- 
vile, tho' ariſing from the neceſſary Imper- 
fection ot Creatures, yet to unwary Obſer- 
overs ſeem to flow from evil Intentions. or 


Diſpoſitions, But to go through with this, 


would take in ſuch a Compaſs of Zime and 
Particulars, that no Man is ſufficient for it. 
After all, I think by this Yiew of Things, 
one of the principal Arguments for a future 
State is entirely cut of vi. that brought 
trom the perverted Order of Things here, 

Vice often flouriſhing, and Virtue falling into 
Diftre/s, which infers a future State in which 
all Things will be ſet to Rights, by puniſb- 
ing Vice and rewarding Virtue. 


n 


A. Was it true that the Order of Things 


2 


i perverted here, this Argument drawn 
from it in Proof of a future State, in which 
all Things are to be ſet to Rights, proveth 
rather the contrary, For if Things are 
wrong in this State, it is a ſbremd Preſump- 
tion, that they will be always /o, elſe they 


' muſt jay that he is dere Sort of Govef- 
t 


nor who ruleth in the next State, than he 
who governeth in this: Harmoms, oa 
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in | 
and Defign muſt b be un here, _ elſe we 


can never expect that they will be improv- 


ing in the other World. So that upon this 


Scheme where every Thing is as good as can 
be, there being no other Diſorder, Vice or 


Miſery, but what neceſſarily ariſeth from the 
finite and imperfect Nature of Creatures in 


this their State of Infancy, who are ſtilf im- 


proving by Experience and e and 
Degrees of 
Perfection, Virtue and Happineſs, which 


attaining greater and greater 
of Obürſe iir them for a more perfect Sori= 
} 3 Upon this Scheme, I ſay, a future State 
n only be Built. This added to the na- 


rural Proofs of the Soul Immateriality and 
Enmortality, and to that brought from the 


Irconfiftency with the infinite Power, Wiſs 


Creatures to be happy, to annihilate them, 


and fo deprive: them of it, will amount to 
the compleareft Demonſtration poffible, ex · 
cept immediate Pofſzfion. More of this af- 


ter. What is brought by Materialiſts ar- 
guing from the Powers of Marter againſt 
the Immateriality of the Mind or Soul, 1: 
fo ridiculous, that when they come to ex- 
mine ever ſo ſtrictly into Matter, they 


know nothing of it, unlefs it be a mere paf- 
floe inert Thing without any Powers at all. 
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Bor to enquire a little into the preſent Srare 
and the > iſorders of it 1 Har EE PN - 432% 
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dom and Goodneſs, of the Crearor, who made 


wn oY oo ho WW DOD Am un SO mA 


2 


; 3 
141 : 0 "EW 3 
{11 E RET 
1 6 
ws „0 — 2 F.-* 


= 


. 


[ 
Fo 


x 


Bi Qu 


dd EM ihe 


1 oO I W-LHG TY yy Shs 


being tbe falling ſhort f ou 


_ albane 
fail to make us happy. 


r e hp YT... 0.000 I-40 


| ſome nam'd3 moral Sen, fa we have alſo 4 
_ publick Sent, b 
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1. meant by Fice flouriſhing; and 
Eine falling into Mel; Vir in Gow, 
(there being nons in Intention, all Deſires- 
exciting einher ta pritate ar p publik GoodÞ 


. Goody 
either hy the Strength of fo 9 
ſinen er the Weakneib of oh Realen to direci 
us in purſuing tha Gratiſſration of our pu 
Neſires: This will never fail to bring a pro 
portionahle Degree of Miſery upon us. A 
Vietue- the conſiſtont Gratification of 
private and publick Deſires, cantiot 
So that in this Senſes 
Firtuc flaus erh, and Vite brings Pain and 
N f we could ſuppoſe Creatures: 
th -Defres: contrary ours, ſd as their Haps 


7 conſiſtedt in crof/ong outs; Fhem, as w& 


aye A Nu of perceiving and approving- 
Virtue, and diſopproving Vice, whieh is by 


y which we 711 pleaſed or 


Alion; hem, Iſay, we would condemn” 
as giciaus and wivked, tho with Reſpect to 
themſelves, the Gratification ef their De- 


fires would be go0d, and approved by their 


af the 5 Senfer and hy” 


1 | TR} © | 
41 And it would be as reaſonable in them to 


gratify their Deſires, as in us to gratify ours. 
I this were a poſſible Caſe, whoever of the 
twoSers of Beings were more perfect in their- 
Kind, and became happy at the others Coft, 
thoſe laſt would ſay, that Vice Aouriſbod, 
and Virtue fell into Diftre/r. But no fuch 
contradiftory Caſe can happen in the Go«' 
yerament of apertealy aſe and good Being. ſ 
. Fice's flouriſbing and Virtuè's falling into 
Diſtreſ then, muſt be underfiood with Re- 
ſpe@ to external Gireumſiances. 'To know 
the r this, I leave you to 
caſt your Eye abroad into the World and 
make your - Obſervations, and perhaps you. 
may find that tho Riches and Power are of 
great Uſe eyen in procuring the Means of 
uy tying ot many of our Defires both pub- 
| lick and private, yet theſe are not the moſt 
happy who peſſels moſt of them, or they 
the moſt, unhappy who have not ſo large a 
Portion of them: But that probably all ex- 
ternal Circumſtances are ſo ordered by th 
Deity, with Reſpe& to every one as is moſt 
conducice to keep their Deſires in the beſt + 
Hallance, and to ſtrengthen the Public ones, 
which are like to be of the greateſt Uſe to 
advance our Ha 1 both in Zhi and 


— 14 a future State of Exiſtence, |, 
— B. There ſeems to be much Zyuth in 
{| this, But it being endleſs to go thro Par- 
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ticulari, I will give yon my Opinion in ſome 
principal Caſes. We often obſerve the Rich 


and Powerful (who are the moſt capable by 
thoſe Means to do the greateſt Good, in 


which conſiſteth the greateſt Pleaſure a ra» 
tional Creature can enjoy) very uneaſy ; be- 
cauſe they apply them for the Gratification 
of lower Deſires, as thoſe called the Pleaſures 
of the internal Senſes, ſuch as delight in- 
Muſick, Houles,} Gardens, Dreſs, Equipage ; 
or in Hunting, Feaſting and other Pleaſures 
of the external Senſes, which tho good in 
their own Place, and have a certain Degree 
of Pleaſure attending them, yet cannot be 


compar'd to the Pleaſures of the Moral and 


publick Senſes, either for Intenſeneſs or Du- 


ration, nothing yielding ſo noble, rational, 
exquiſite and laſting Pleaſures, as the Re- 


flection on our Virtue, and our being the 


"4 


Inſtrumenti of advancing the Happineſt of 
all thoſe whom our Influence can extend to. 
And on the contrary, we ſee Men in low 


Condition, who mind nothing beſides taking 
Care of their Families, and maintaining them 
by their daily Labour, and in being, in one 


Word. good Neighbours: We ſee thoſe, I 
ſay, for the moſt part very happy; becauſe 
they, not having the Means, never think of 
purſuing the Pleaſures of the Great, which 


are very precarious and of ſhort Duration. 


But the general Conſtitution of the Moral. 


D 2 Vorld 


owing to external Cirbuniſlancer, as 1 


FG ot who, the [Deity knoweth, will make 
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Berl Nene to 978 Things, lla 
this. 

ke be Deſires: Rue 1 Factdtivs of: all 
Creatutes being Good and more perfect in 
the higher Orders of Creatures, I think it 
will be own d, that thoſe of the Creatures 
ot tho ſame Ra ö 
and as to the that m 
in aut and d Age; they are in great 


tural. Conſtitution of their bool Organry 
Education, dec. \ Thoſe again are adapted 
to their ſeveral Hutibur of Liſe, certam 
Caaliſfeatious being requiſite for Maogifratery 
Teachers, &c. which are not requiſite" for 
Husbandmen, Aerchants and Ane 
Ge contra. 


Again, Riches and Porter are given to 


the beft Uſe of them, or not abuſe them, ſo 
much as thoſe wopld do who have not pat 
ſo much. On the other Hand, thoſe Who 

have not ſo great Riches and Potver, enn 
att their part better with what they have, 
than thaſe who have more could Have dons 


in their Circumſtances. And it is worth 


obſerving, that thoſe who employ what 7 


. dents — have given them, tho' fewer ot 


weaker, to the beſt Advantage that they can 
are as eirtuous or perfett- in Proportiqu, as 


tholo wi have the nel an e, 


* 


. e, tcbnden, eaſ} ot Hhapph, being 


the Isen ion, and int of OWatures 
aud their eine] Greumftanees, 1 mu 


a e Dolan dow $ 
| ſelves and 4 few of their 
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viewed and vorffidered thy 


oral World wien 


* to you, that chere is he ©vil 
— in it. ret yon have 4 
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except — 5 
Parry, whos 
they own too, have their Faifine; of Ihe 
firmitie} ; which hots un that what In- 
tion thoſe — in themſelves,- they; 
take do be cc Prins 


: Sper or ee in all others. But tho? 


myerfect Creatures as Men ate be H- 


| - argc many Miftakes or Errors, in purſes 


ing their 7, which is invoſvd in 

that of the Publict ; yet if it was well cone 

fidered, there will not be ſo much Fru, 
5 

, thro miſtake, pronoumcing ©- 

of dme ae 

N that God i 


{obo in Ganmable Errors, 
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all cover and au and Vice their Miſery, 
e, or will continue in, when 


others, and make them ſo tar poſitively un- 


hap ” 
the Nike 
can we 
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quently it proceedeth from the JWickedne/s 
of their Reaſon, as doth always Oppreſſion, 
kqth Parties thinking to advance their Hap- 
* : ; | ph 7 


Miftakes of ſome often affect | 
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the Way to hinder them from falling into | 
the like Errors, and that they may reach . 


1 _ 


their Neighbours, the Per/ecutors, Oppre/= 


eee, 
28 — | 


ro RF as 
pineſ7 by taking from their Neighbotirs, ei: 
ther by Fraud or Violence, what they. p 
eg. But if their Neighbours, the perſecut- 
ed or oppreſſed, get Power, they will Reſent 
it, as others will alſo do, who are not ſo 
nearly concerned, g nay, the Senſe of Man- : 
kind turns againſt them, which is alſo a Pu- 
neſhment to thoſe who love Honour and 
Efteem. By all this Perſecutors and Op- 
preſſors will be taught and puniſh'd for 
their Zyrors; beſides when they ſhall come 
to the Knowledge of their Error, which 
they will certainly do ſooner or later, in this 
or another State, it will be Matter of meaſy 
Reflection or Remor/e to them, for occaſi- 
oning ſo much Miſery to others. And fur- 
ther, many of the /e Deſires being pro- 

bably 2ſ/ Tul only in this Sate, the ſtrength- 
ning thoſe, and neglecting to cultivate the . 
Public ones, will caſt them far behind o- 
thers in Perfection and Happineſs in the 
La ôttlt’¹¹¹ꝛꝛꝛ ³ = e 
* thoſe and muy other RT ones : 
affecting others, they may be defign'd by 
God fr their Good, even 1150 frenethiilas N 
their Virtue, and ſhewing them more effec- 
tually, the Zvil attending Vice, which is 
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ment Conclafroe for the being of a futur: 
= fa fo who ate ſo | weak 
Who Yn the Deity to be an impier fett or 
grbitrary. Being, i, e. one who acteth by 
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meer Wi 


5 75 thoſe who are fartheſt advahe d 
1 . 


25 5 neee being capable . 


Pine in the mar State; 
18 4 fa Prog 2 excite us all to 
rat ice of Nirius in this Life, | + 


very one muſt think that ſhiort Ars 


wo 
to be argued with. " mean thoſe 


il and Caprice, inconfiſtently W 


any of His PerfebtHons. Or thoſe who think 
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ut they who believe that G 


Cruel, and wil make their Being oy 
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ſition to them, and as their 


in every Society. 98 


the World to 3 But ſuppoſe they 
do not, as they had no Opportunity, td im- 
prove-in the ſocial Firtues, ſo. they have 
not ſtrengthned the „eb Deſires in Oppo- 
r being ſo don 
romoved, is thus no poſitive Diſadvantage? 
to themſelves, and may ſerve ſame godd End 
towards their Parents or others; ſo the 
Conſtitution of the other State (as that of 
this doth) may require a Subordination of 
Beings, which of it ſelf ſeems neceſlaty tc 
afford Matter of Action, and ſo of Happinef 


But as what I have advanced, pig. That 
every particular Thing which we know in 
the . World (as well as in the Natural 
World, which is adapted to the Moral 
World) is the beſt that can be made, to 
make up the he hole, according to the 
Deſn of the moſt perfeft Being. As we 4 
find this, I ſay, true in Fact, as tar as our 
Wnowledge reacheth; ſo we baye all the Rea- 
{oh that can be to conclude, that as wen- 
prove in the Knqwledge of Things, botlt in 


cis State ot in others, which God of his 


infinite Wiſdom and 


N 


:EFTerrent UTUER. | 
* * 8 « „ 
N I. * * F - 
- © £ þ & Pp #4 TEAS £ „ 
* 4 TY 4 + BE s y = 
gy "© RS; - 


: 
„ N 
0 oY + 2 


i Goodneſs may have 
defign'd'to place us in, we will gill be more 
4md-more charm'd: and ſatishe 
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